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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Audubon's 120th Christmas Bird Count will be
conducted between Saturday, December 14, 2019
through Sunday, January 5, 2020.
Langley Field Naturalists participate in two of these
counts - the White Rock/Surrey/Langley count and
the Pitt Meadows count (which extends into Langley
and Surrey.
These are always exciting days for any bird lovers!
Come help gather data for use in tracking climate
change. Experts and neophytes are welcome birders, drivers, recorders are all needed.

SATURDAY 28TH DECEMBER
LANGLEY/SURREY/WHITEROCK COUNT

Photo: Bob Puls

OTHER AREA BIRD COUNTS
Vancouver:

Leader: Mike Klotz
mklotz@tybo.ca, 604-861-1677
Meet at 7:30 am at McDonalds Restaurant at 216th
Street at Fraser Highway. The day ends with a light
evening meal and a review of the results.

SATURDAY 4TH JANUARY
SURREY PORTION, PITT MEADOWS COUNT
Leader: Gareth Pugh
gareth@intergate.ca, 604-576-6831
Contact Gareth for meeting place and time.

Saturday 14th December
pcandido328@shaw.ca

Chilliwack:
Saturday 14th December
Denis Knopp: bcwilddenis@uniserve.com

Ladner:
Saturday 21st December
Jude Grass: judegrass@shaw.ca

Abbotsford/Mission:

LANGLEY PORTION, PITT MEADOWS COUNT
Leader: Bob Puls
bob@puls.ca, 604-865-7534
The second count we enter as a club is the Pitt
Meadows count - where we have two areas - North
Surrey and North Langley. Meet at Denny’s
Restaurant, 202nd Street at 88th Avenue Langley at
7.30 am.
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What’s that bird?

Monday 30th December
Lynn Miller: lynnmelvinmiller@hotmail.com
The data collected by observers over the past
century allow Audubon researchers, conservation
biologists, wildlife agencies and other interested
individuals to study the long-term health and status
of bird populations across North America. When
combined with other surveys, such as the Breeding
Bird Survey, it provides a picture of how the
continent's bird populations have changed in time
and space over the past hundred years. The long
term perspective is vital for conservationists. It
informs strategies to protect birds and their habitat,
and helps identify environmental issues with
implications for people as well.
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The New Year is here again
full of possibilities and
promises to make 2020 more
amazing than 2019. These
"round" years seem to come
with greater esteem towards making new things
really stick and 2020 is a year we need to make
things stick for climate change. Resolutions this
year to reduce your carbon footprint are ones that
we can't let go the first time we mess up, such as
cheating on a diet or skipping leg day at the gym.
We need to keep trying all of 2020 to hold up our
resolutions to leave the world a little better for the
next generation.
Our wonderful Display Committee has chosen to
showcase Wetlands all year at community events.
The gloriously mucky, sloppy world of wetlands are
at risk. They are misunderstood and often drained
and filled to create a tidier environment for us
humans. We need to protect these spaces and
spread a love of the muck. Most of us know how
rich wetlands are when it comes to plants and
wildlife, and they are the first place to go on any bird
count to increase your species list! But, the role
wetlands play for climate change could help us far
beyond ticking off our life lists.
While planting trees will always be important for our
future, they have nothing on the carbon
sequestration of wetlands. A tree stores carbon,
sure, but what happens in 100 years when it comes
to the end of its life? Well, if the tree has the good
fortune of falling into the mucky soup of a beautiful
wetland the carbon will continue to be stored.
Wetlands release greenhouse gases to be sure but
nowhere near the rate of humans and they can
store huge amounts of carbon, practically forever.
Forever only lasts until they are drained though;
these beautiful, diverse and mucky spaces need to
be preserved.
I hope you will join me all year trying to make the
world a little better and educating others about the
incredible importance of preserving wetlands in
Langley and beyond (I hear the Display Committee
can always use a few helping hands if you need an
outlet for your resolutions).
Take care
Lisa Dreves
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14,000 were released, only 1% of these frogs have
been located.

2019 BC NATURE
FALL GENERAL MEETING
OCTOBER 3RD - 6TH 2019
Hosted by Burke Mountain Naturalists
As usual, our club had good representation at the
BC Nature Meeting. These are a few of the reports:

Challenges continue because of predation by
invasive Bull Frogs, pollution from agricultural
run-off and also the inability to gain access for study
on private property. The chyrtrid fungus is killing
many of the frogs and researchers are looking for
anti-fungal bacteria to stop this threat.

OREGON SPOTTED FROG PROJECT
The recovery team knows that there are
more populations out there, but they are
hard to find. Most likely to find new
populations are environmental
technicians working with farmers,
municipalities and developers. Also,
awareness of the frogs' dilemma can be
increased by educating the public to
increase odds of their survival.
Wetlands are the most important
habitat, needed for their recovery.
Other species such as Salish Sucker
use the same habitat so their survival is
another benefit of wetland restoration.

Speaker: Aleesha Switzer
Our presenter, Aleesha Switzer,
works exclusively on the Fraser
Valley Conservancy's Oregon
Spotted Frog project. Having
worked for the Conservancy in the
past, Aleesha, after graduating from
the University of the Fraser Valley,
returned as a conservation intern
and now is working full-time to save
the Oregon Spotted Frogs of the
Fraser Valley! She is involved in all
parts of the project: monitoring,
research, husbandry, habitat
restoration and education.
The Oregon Spotted Frog's Latin name means
Precious Frog, and Aleesha thinks this name is
appropriate since it is so beautiful with its yellow
eyes and wonderful spots. However it was listed as
threatened in 2014. In BC they are only found in 3
known locations; Agassiz, Chilliwack and
Abbotsford and there are only 500 known breeding
females. They live in shallow marsh wetlands,
breeding communally. Because wetlands were
drained to create agriculture land when Europeans
arrived in BC, "Spotties" now have only small
disconnected wetlands left for their survival.

The survival of the Oregon Spotted Frog is a
symbol of wetland ecosystem recovery.
Kathy Masse

MINNEKHADA REGIONAL PARK HIKE
Leader: Ian McArthur
Seventeen BC Nature members joined Ian McArthur
on a dry but cloudy morning for a moderately
strenuous hike around this beautiful Park. Bev
Ramey was in the group and had been working with
the GVRD when it was first established, so she was
able to give us a quick outline of its history.

The team uses many tools to locate the frogs. A
new successful research tool is Environmental DNA
testing where evidence of the frogs can be seen
when tested water from the marshes shows the
DNA of the frogs. The recovery teams kayak or
wade through the wetlands to locate egg masses.
The frogs are captured, marked with a transmitter
as small as a grain of rice, released and recaptured
by using radio tracking to learn more about their life
cycle.

As we walked through the mixed woodland along
the Log Walk, Ian stopped periodically to point out
various features. When we arrived at the Upper
Marsh he showed us a Flying Squirrel box, one of
several that the Burke Mountain Naturalists have
built and maintain throughout the Park, as well as
Tree Swallow and Wood Duck boxes. We walked
along the Marsh for a short way before taking the
causeway dividing the Upper and Lower Marshes.
We followed the Mid-marsh Trail which took us up
a steep climb through a mostly evergreen forest.

Other attempts at increasing populations include
captive breeding with the Vancouver and Toronto
zoos which has not proved too successful. After

As we neared the junction with the Lower Knoll
Trail, we met a bear walking towards us. Ian then
led us part way up the Lower Knoll Trail from where
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we could safely watch the bear. It eventually left
the trail and disappeared into the woods. We then
continued up the trail and took the Fern Trail which
led us back to the Lower Marsh Trail. We stopped
for a group photo on the bridge before taking the
Lodge Trail back to the parking lot. The two Nature
Canada representatives from Ottawa enjoyed the
experience, although they did not get the chance to
see the mountains due to low clouds.
Gareth Pugh

SANDHILL CRANES IN THE PITT POLDER
Speaker: Myles Lamont

large Pit Polder wetlands. Also, these majestic
cranes were a revered and sacred bird to the native
peoples in the valley. The First Nations’ peoples
called the month of March the "Sandhill Crane
Month".
Currently however, the Sandhill Crane population is
badly declining in our lower mainland although the
species is only "yellow listed" which means "not at
risk of extinction". Their nesting locations in
isolated wetlands with the presence of water are
quickly disappearing. With the increase in our
Fraser valley development, drainage projects, plus
agricultural developments and logging - along with
predation by owls, bald eagles, coyotes, power
lines, - all have taken a toll. As well, recently eight
Sandhill Cranes have been hit by golf balls in a
Richmond golf course, resulting in the loss of a
good productive nesting pair.
Lacking sponsorship and funding, Myles managed
to get a helicopter this spring to fly over the of lower
mainland wetlands to check how many nests he
could document. He found 12 pairs; however, three
nests had no chicks. Seven pairs had a total of
seven chicks, but one nest had been predated
upon, displaying broken shells.
Currently, there is no record of how many chicks
have survived due to their remote locations.
Leg-band surveillance could help answer this and
other questions. Myles was able to purchase one
leg-band GPS transmitter this year that traced one
crane's flight to southern California and back.
However, each transmitter costs $2,500.00 and
more surveillance transmitters are needed.

Sandhill Crane

Photo: Corey Bunnell

Registered Professional Biologist Myles Lamont
reported he has been studying the Sandhill Crane
populations in the Fraser Valley since 2004. He
went on to say there are three subspecies of
Sandhill Cranes; those being the lesser, the greater
and the non-migratory Florida species.

These impressive Sandhill Cranes are a large,
dramatic bird, a species that has not changed for
millions of years, and whose prehistoric loud,
grating call is unforgettable. Sadly, it looks like we
might lose our lower mainland population over
ensuing years due to habitant loss and small
numbers of young surviving. Assistance with a
surveillance program could provide answers to help
ensure this magnificent bird's future.
Anne Gosse

For centuries, up until the early 1900s, these huge,
noisy birds would arrive by the thousands at our
lower mainland wetlands, bogs, and marshes. They
nested in our many wetlands, such as Sumas Lake,
Richmond wetlands, Burns bog, Langley bog,
Colony Farm wetlands, Wigeon wetlands and the
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At Colony Farm Regional Park, John shared some
of their experiences in getting Bats to
relocate to a new Roost. While people
may think they have built a better place
for them to roost, the Bats often are
quite comfortable where they are. He
also shared some of the work they
have been doing monitoring
temperatures inside the Roosts. While
Bats like warm temperatures in their
Roost, they are finding that in
extremely warm weather conditions,
mortality can be a problem. In
designing Bat boxes, it is good to give
them alternative options to protect the
Bats from excessive high
temperatures.

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT BC'S BATS
Speaker & Leader:
John Saremba
John Saremba from Burke
Mountain naturalists (BMN) was
a guest speaker at LFN earlier
this spring. His presentation on
Bats was enjoyed by all. At the
BC Nature Conference and
General Meeting, he gave a
presentation titled "What Do We
Know About BC's Bats?”. On the
Friday afternoon he also led a
Field trip to the Bat Stewardship
Project at Colony Farm Regional
Park.

Like many species, bats are losing
He c omment ed on the
natural habitat with suitable locations to
conservation and education
roost. While many have adapted to
work BMN has been doing in the
man-made structures, in many
Tri-City area. While most people
instances they are not looked upon as
have heard of bats, very little is
favorable guests. Because of the
known about them. The Bat
John Saremba talking about the
species Little Brown Myotis is features of a properly constructed bat importance of a healthy Bat population,
we all can play a role in helping our bat
being threatened in Canada by box
Photo: Ryan Usenik
friends.
White Nose Syndrome, a fungal
Ryan Usenik
disease. It first showed up along the eastern coast
of America and is working its way west. It is
expected to reach the west coast within the next BLAKEBURN LAGOONS, PORT COQUITLAM
few years. In affected areas it has reduced the Little
Brown Myotis numbers by close to 90%.
Research work is being done at Thompson River
University to try and find a cure to protect all or part
of the Little Brown Myotis population. They have
developed a partial immunization protocol that
works like a natural probiotic to build up the bats’
resistance to the fungus. It is administered at the
roost entrance and the Bats pick up the medication
as they come and go from the roost. The limiting
factor to this product's over all effectiveness is
identifying roost locations.
John explained some of the ways they use eco
monitors to locate and monitor Bats in the area.
Each night Bats need to eat more than ½ their body
weight of insects. While Bats mate in the fall before
hibernation, they can delay pregnancy till spring
when weather conditions are favorable. The
females live in colonies with their pups, while the
males live solitary lives and are not involved in
rearing of the pups. Some Bat species hibernate
locally while others migrate to southern areas.
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Viewing platform at Blakeburn Lagoons

Photo: Anne Gosse

While attending the Burke Mountain fall GM, one of
the field trips offered was a visit to Blakeburn
Lagoons - which I had heard so much about. Upon
arrival, it was hard to believe these two lovely large
lagoons were once waste settlement ponds. Now
they’re fully rehabilitated and developed with a 6 km
loop path spreading over 11 hectares. There were
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four viewing platforms and many benches. We were
told that the bushes and trees planted were a type
that cleansed the lagoons’ water. Many tree
stumps for perching birds were seen, along with
several bat houses for mosquito control.
Twenty-four different species of birds were counted
as we strolled the dike trails of these impressive
new nature ponds, while listening to the ISL
engineering developer tell us all about the site. It is
well worth a visit and a lovely natural addition to
Port Coquitlam.
Anne Gosse

HIKE AND HATCHERY TOUR
KANAKA CREEK REGIONAL PARK

more. We only saw a few birds, which was as well
as we didn't need any more distractions; Kinglets,
Chickadees, Robins, a Belted Kingfisher and a
Hairy Woodpecker were seen, with an American
Dipper being the highlight.
This walk is a paradise for lichen and moss
enthusiasts. I photographed a couple of lichens,
Evernia prunastri and Menegazzia terebrata, but
there were far too many for a comprehensive study.
We did note Beaked moss and Step moss along
with a few other mosses, but fortunately didn't have
experts on this subject or we would never have got
back to the parking lot.

Leader: Darin McLain
After the BC Nature Fall Meeting conference,
several activities were offered on Sunday morning.
I chose to join a dozen other participants at the
Kanaka Creek walk. This park should definitely be
added to the LFN summer walks programme.

Ganoderma applantum

Bell-Irving Hatchery

Photo: Bob Puls

We were led by Darin McLain, the hatchery
manager, assisted by Brian Wormald of the Burke
Mountain Naturalists, who started the tour by
showing us around the new Stewardship Centre.
We were given an introductory and history talk in
the George Ross Learning Room and then shown
slides in the Resource section. Hopefully we will
eventually get a centre of this caliber to replace the
Nature House at Campbell Valley Regional Park.

There were many stops along the way to view the
creek, the Cliff Falls, and potholes. Migrating
salmon do not reach this region of the creek due to
several of the waterfalls being too tall for them to
pass, but there are Cutthroat trout this far upstream.
It was a very worthwhile hike, even though we only
saw a small section of the park. I hope to visit
again in the near future.
Bob Puls.

THE BIRTHDAY PARTY
On the Friday evening there was a party for the 50th
birthday of BC Nature and 30th anniversary of Burke
Mountain Naturalists. Party hats were provided.

Being adequately supplied with snacks and drinks,
we set off along the Creek trails for about a 2 hour
walk. There were some ups and downs but nothing
too strenuous. We found many mushrooms and
were fortunate to have Gary Hunt, a mycologist
from Kamloops, with us to help with identifications.
I photographed 18 species but there were many
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-6-

Photo: Anne Gosse

December 2019

THE FALL GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING

and risk management strategy. The Human
Resources committee is looking at staffing needs.

Saturday afternoon, after a sunny morning of field
trips, we gathered for our Fall General Meeting with
a very full agenda.

All reports were voted on and passed by members.

After Kees gave us his president's report we moved
on to a presentation by Teagan Yaramchuck from
Nature Canada. Last year Teagan led nature clubs
on a program to improve engagement with the
public and other groups, focussing on
communication. This year Nature Canada is
shifting to advocacy and protection of natural areas.
We need to set targets to protect more and have
nature groups collaborate with each other to make
a stronger, more sustainable effort, for increasing
protected areas.
Next came Directors’ reports and we were mostly
directed to the written FGM report for full details.
Following is a list of extra information presented by
the directors and Betty.
In her office report, Betty elaborated more on
Daniel's duties as a co-op student from SFU
working for 4 months to study BC Nature's
communications efforts and how they can be
improved. Perhaps webinars and podcasts could
help us communicate more effectively.
Marg Cuthbert, Education Chair, presented the
winner of the Rene Savenye Scholarship to
Brennan Strandburg-Salmon.
Harry Crosby spoke about the 5 year strategic plan
that the Representatives at their meeting dedicated
to generating new ideas for BC Nature's 5 year
plan: 2020-2015. A report will be peduced to vote
on at the AGM in Princeton in May.
Peter Ballin added to his Conservation Report, that
BC Nature has just approved a letter to be sent to
the provincial government against the Glyphosphate
spraying in northern forest, which reduces
deciduous habitat for breeding birds.
The mandate of the new Governance group (Alan
Burger, Rick Gee and Harry Crosby) will be to
revise the policy and procedures document to give
guidance before the end of 2019. They are also
revising the information package for new board
members. Other tasks are Bylaw revisions, terms
of reference for committees, a package of
information for new clubs, benefits and procedures,
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Two special resolutions were voted on by members.
The first was to increase the number of signing
officers for banking activities from four to five. The
second was to not allow members of the public to
inspect financial records and minutes of meetings of
BC Nature unless permitted to do so in accordance
with Policies established by the Board of Directors.
Both resolutions passed.
Gary Hunt of the Kamloops Naturalists gave an
update of their next Generation Naturalists for youth
aged 15-23 out of Thompson River University. 35
kids are given leadership training and
environmental knowledge. They connect with
nature and do citizen science projects. 3 of the
young people in the program told us about some of
their projects; for example, they measured water
quality, did restoration projects and took an
ornithology course.
At the end of the meeting clubs were invited to
share concerns. Anita from the Delta Naturalists
spoke passionately about the necessity for BC
Nature to make a strong statement to the public
about BC Nature's stand on the planet's climate
crisis. Ideas pro and con were enthusiastically
shared and it was proposed that BC Nature make a
press release to that effect. The wording was
worked on at the meeting, and was accepted to be
finalized by the Conservation Committee.
"BC Nature joins the young people of the world in
demanding urgent action to address the climate
crisis. We look to our municipal, provincial and
federal governments to enact policies that address
carbon emissions from government, industrial,
agricultural, housing, and transportation sectors,
and mitigate atmospheric carbon by designating
and protecting more natural areas. In addition,
policies must address education that promotes
individual measures that reduce our carbon
footprints."
Since then, BC Nature's press release has been
widely shared on social media and is on BC
Nature's website.
Kathy Masse
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BC NATURE FGM
REPRESENTATIVES MEETING
Our BC Nature's Representatives' Meeting on
Thursday, October 3rd, looked very interesting
because of the challenging meeting agenda.
Normally the meeting of 2 hours begins at 4:00 pm
with a full list of items to deal with. However this
meeting's business agenda was shortened to just ½
hour before a brainstorming session, to generate
ideas for BC Nature's new Strategic 5 Year Plan
(2020 to 2025). As I looked at the agenda, I
wondered how all this business could be completed
in such a time frame. But indeed, agenda items
were quickly dealt with in ½ hour so we could move
on to the brainstorming session!
Kees Visser gave a condensed President's report.
He announced the recent resignation of the
assistant to help Betty in the office and they will
need to hire again. Daniel Nesvaderani, a co-op
student from Simon Fraser University, has been
hired on a 4 month contract to review BC Nature's
communications and will produce a report on how to
strengthen our appeal to a broader audience.

The 2 hour brainstorming session's purpose was to
stimulate ideas that could be incorporated into BC
Nature's new Strategic 5 year plan, 2020-2025 and
was chaired by Harry Crosby, Vice-President.
Clubs had the opportunity to have input into future
directions of BC Nature. The 5 year plan will
provide new goals and objectives and deal with the
risks and challenges facing BCN over the next 5
years. Other interested BC Nature members joined
the Representatives and Directors to listen and add
their input.
The agenda was to look at different areas of BC
Nature, such as Internal structure, communications
and education, separately and apply SWOT
principles (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities
and Threats) to each area in discussion. A lively 2
hour session ensued with many ideas written down
by Karen Crosby. The Strategic Plan’s committee
could incorporate many of these suggestions into
the final plan which will be produced before, and
voted on at our Annual General Meeting in
Princeton in May 2020.
Kathy Masse

Kees updated the Roberts Banks file worked on by
Robert Emsley, saying that BC Nature and other
environmental groups were denied an opportunity
for closing remarks on environmental assessments
on the Robert Banks Terminal 2 on September
18th.
Regarding the Transmountain Pipeline
Expansion, BC Nature had submitted a judicial
review which focussed on the protection of marine
birds, which was denied. However, BC Nature's
board has voted, on the advice of lawyer Chris
Tollesfon, to ask that this decision be reviewed and
if still denied, we will appeal along with other
applicants to the Supreme Court of Canada by
November 4th.
Next year's AGM will be held on May 28th to 31st by
the Vermilion Forks field Naturalists (Princeton) but
we still need host clubs for FGM 2020 and AGM
2021.
We reviewed the Treasurer’s report and voted to
appoint Clive Keen as Communication Chair.

BC NATURE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AND CONFERENCE

“Similkameen Spring”
May 28th - 31st, 2020
Vermilion Forks Field Naturalists in Princeton
invite you to come and experience
a Similkameen Spring.
Forests to Grasslands
Flora, Fauna, Fossils
Mountains, Rivers, Lakes
Details in the BC Nature winter edition.
All naturalists welcome.

Krista Kaptein gave a brief report on Harnessing
Nature Knowledge, reminding club representatives
to have members review their region on the BC
Nature's Viewing Guide to see if any amendments
are needed.

Langley Field Naturalists’ Newsletter
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them before the roost site is destroyed. Bats have
to look after themselves and a property owner’s
house may appear a safe place to establish a roost.
Common sense points out the desirable time to lock
out a Bat colony is the late fall or winter season. If
a suitable alternative can be provided nearby, the
colony may be able to establish a new roost with
minimal disruption.
Ryan Usenik

BAT BOX INSTALLATIONS

SPAWNING SALMON RETURN TO
WEST CREEK
Installation of the Bat Box pole at Forslund Watson is much easier
with lots of help from people with different skill sets
Photo: Keith Chrystall

LFN made a commitment to install 4 Bat boxes on
free standing poles in the Langleys in 2019. The
last unit was installed at Forslund Watson on
Saturday September 14th. The other 3 locations
where a unit was installed are Brae Island in Fort
Langley, Brydon Lagoon and Derek Doubleday
arboretum. The goal of selecting these sites are to
make the public aware that we have Bats in the
area and that we can have an input into making
sure they can continue to live in harmony with
people as more and more of their natural nesting
sites are destroyed. Old growth forests provide lots
of decaying trees where the bats can snuggle under
loosening bark or go into cavities. With the decline
of these natural nesting sites, bats have to rely
more and more on man-made structures as resting
locations. The females and their young tend to nest
as groups in roosts. The males are more solitary
and nomadic in their resting spot locations. Once
the young are able to fend for themselves, the
females may opt to leave the roost for short periods
of time.

Spawning Coho Salmon

The recent heavy rains have provided sufficient
water flows for fish to travel up the West Creek and
find a place to spawn. Six Coho salmon were
spotted November 18th. The eagles were watching
and waiting to feed on a new food supply.
In the picture, two of these salmon are still alive;
both of them are females. You can see the
splashing movement of the lower Salmon.
Ted Lightfoot

Not only is it important for the bats to have resting
locations, it is important for them to have locations
where they can rest, safe from predators. The loss
of a roost site can be devastating as females from
a roost location tend to remain together. Roost
disruption before the young can fend for themselves
is even more devastating. As we remove more and
more old growth trees, the least we can do is to
provide a suitable alternative.
Property owners who discover a bat roost colony
some place where they don't want them, are
encouraged to provide a suitable alternative for
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Photo: Ted Lightfoot
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GLENN HOWES
(1944 - 2019)
It is with sadness we report the death of Glenn Howes, a
member of the Glen Valley Watershed Society and a
volunteer with LFN. Glen was an avid outdoorsman,
engineer, canoeist, gardener, sailor and recipient of the
Muriel Arnason Award (with Cheryl Macintosh) for
enhancing Langley's "quality of life and community spirit".
He was also a "keystone citizen" with a dry sense of
humour. He would have been gratified to see the salmon
returning to West Creek in one of the waterways he
worked so hard to protect.

December 2019

We continued our walk through
the Raptors Knoll Disc Golf
Course. The course was built
above the old Jackman landfill.
On a beautiful Saturday morning,
A nice walk through the park,
five outdoor enthusiasts met at
with numerous bird sightings.
the Jackman Pit Wetlands parking
After observing many playing
lot. After the usual introductions,
the game, we concluded that
we embarked on a short historical
bird watching is something we
journey, to find out who actually
will stick with for the time
was this Philip Jackman. We
being. Throughout our walk,
learned that he was born in
we made friends with 4
England and immigrated to Five outdoor enthusiasts Photo: Tom Wildeboer
off-leash dogs. Of course they
Canada in the mid 19th century.
were all friendly. This discussion will be held over to
He came as a Royal Engineer, which was a branch
another day. Another great walk, sharing it with
of the Military, and settled in southern B.C. He wore
other naturalists.
many hats. He was involved in the building of the
Tom Wildeboer
Cariboo Wagon Road during the Gold Rush, was
fishery guardian on the Fraser River, (working out
of Whonnock), worked with the Canadian Pacific O.W.L. RAPTOR REHABILITATION CENTRE
Railroad, was also a Reeve in Langley, and, finally, SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 21ST
ran a general store in Aldergrove. He lived to 92.
After a brief historical overview of the Jackman Pit Fifteen people joined the outing to OWL in Delta for
Wetlands, we embarked on our walk.
a presentation at this well-known rescue and
rehabilitation center. We listened to OWL volunteer
We took a moment to discuss the Methane gas Colin, who first took us into the office to see and
Pump. There was a time it was used to pump hear about Sarah the Barn Owl. While there, he
methane gas, from the decommissioned dump site, explained how they organized the birds that were
to a local greenhouse operation. Not sure whether brought in, between ones that work all week going
it is still active.
out to schools and those in recovery.

JACKMAN PIT WETLANDS
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH

With numerous lengthy stops along the way, we
observed 25 species of birds were observed.
However the "Bird of The Day" would have to be the
12 American Pipits, who made a brief stop at the
south pond. We also were able to witness a
Juvenile Spotted Sandpiper. A lengthy discussion
ensued, but we did in time reach a conclusion.
These bird sightings were interrupted with the
sightings of 2" Busy Beavers" in the west pond. A

Cedar Waxwing

He went on to describe a few very fascinating or
sad accounts of each of the resident owls or raptors
and about how they came into the center. We
enjoyed hearing about Daisy, Blinky and Casper,
the Barred Owls, and how caring Daisy was to blind
Blinky. Also, one story that we loved was about the
bald eagle "Dirty Harry" who got trapped in the Iona
sewage ponds and had to be extracted by dragging
nets across the 15-foot-deep sewage. We all
thoroughly enjoyed Colin's tales. He then took us
through the Wildlife Museum, talking about many of
the exhibits and displays.
Finally, it being
warm and dry
outside,
we
finished up our
day with a nice
walk along the
dyke, watching for
raptors and ShortBarred Owl
eared Owls.

Photo: Tom WIldeboer

lone Pied-billed Grebe, swimming with the beavers,
also competed for our attention.
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GOLDEN EARS PROVINCIAL PARK;
MUSHROOM WALK,
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH
Chauffeur Jude, along with Al, picked me up at 7.30
am and we set off for Maple Ridge, where we
stopped at Timmy's for an obligatory filling of our
cups with coffee and the addition of a few goodies
for the day. It was a cool and blustery morning, but
dry, with a bunch of clouds obscuring the mountains
but promising to clear.
Into the park, we stopped at the first parking lot past
the "goat" to wait for any other participants. Jude
showed us our first mushrooms of the day, a group
of Earth Stars - Geastrum saccatum which she had
noted on a previous visit. Sheila F. met us there and
we looked around the horse corral but found few
other fungi.

aurantiomarginata were seen at the same time.
Large, brittle Russula brevipes were common along
the trail, often predated upon by squirrels, deer or
slugs and other critters, who sometimes leave
nothing but the stipe and a circle of shed gills
around it. A large, distinctly yellow species caught
our eye which we deemed to be Inocybe fastigata
(rimosa).
Nidula niveotomentosa - a Bird's nest fungi had Al
on his knees taking photos with his fancy new
camera that has close-up, macro and even
microscope settings. A particularly thrilling and
spectacular find was a patch of coral fungi Clavulina
cristata which put Al on his knees again. We saw
Red-belted polypore, various Mycena, Stereum
sanguinolentum - Red Heart Rot and Phellodon
atratus, a species of tooth fungus.

Clavulina cristata

Photo: Bob Puls

All identities are mine and subject to verification but
the find of the day was a group of violet coloured
fungi with a stipe and closed top looking like
puffballs. A cross section revealed a granular centre
more like a bolete. Further searching of the books
indicated it was likely Cortinarius traganus - Gassy
Webcap or Lilac Conifer Cortinarius.

Geastrum saccatum

Photo: Bob Puls

By 9.30 no one else had arrived, so we moved on to
the Spirea Trail parking lot where the sun was
shining. We started around the loop trail in a
counter clockwise direction and soon were down
photographing our next find, Leucopaxillus amorus
- Bitter False paxillus which turned out to be
abundant amongst the completely Step moss
(Hylocomium splendens)-covered Douglas Fir forest
floor. Several tiny orange-capped Mycena
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By now it was noon and we moved on to Alouette
Lake where we ate our lunch. Canada geese were
on the beach and lawns and the only other birds we
heard were a Song Sparrow and Ravens. To end
the visit, we found numerous patches of dark
spored Agaricus arvensis - the Horse mushroom
scattered over the lawns.
A chilly north wind was blowing down the lake, so
with this we called an end to a very good mushroom
walk.
Bob Puls
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IRENE PEARCE TRAIL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12TH

SOUTH LANGLEY REGIONAL TRAIL,
8TH AVE FROM 256TH TO 264TH STREET
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND
The day dawned clear, but cold, with a slight frost.
So Al, Joanne, and the Crystals joined Bob & Sheila
for coffee, delaying the walk until 9:30am. Since Al
is walking very slowly now-a-days, rather than
starting from our house, we car pooled to the start
of the Regional horse trail at 260th & 8th, having by
then been joined by the time-challenged Carrie.

It was a very enjoyable morning with the rain
holding off. We were all searching for mushrooms
along the trail, which kept Anthea and Bob busy.
Both of them took photos and Bob collected a
number of specimens and soon discovered that he
had not brought enough containers for them as
there was a very prolific crop. Interestingly enough,
Bob later reported that when he had finished
checking his collection, he found that they were
almost all different from the ones he had found
there the previous year.
We took it in turns to help Ryan carry his ladder
which he and Keith used to check the Flying
Squirrel and Wood Duck boxes as we went along.
Keith kindly volunteered to record the GPS location
of each box as well.

Al gets up close for a picture

Peziza vesiculosa

Photo: Bob Puls

First objective of the day was a group of Peziza cup
fungi at the base of the 100 year old Cottonwood
tree that had fallen across the trail entrance last
winter. Next we stopped at another tiny fungus
which I think is Schizophyllum commune - Common
Split Gill, but I stand to be corrected.
By this time we had discovered that the Township
staff had leaf-blown the trail, probably the day
before, and it was totally clear of leaves (and horse
manure). A week earlier all the fall colours were at
their peak and the trail was deep in bronzed leaves.

Photo: Bob Puls

The large number of mushrooms was the major
focus, although we did record eighteen species of
birds and even heard a Douglas Squirrel at one
point.
Gareth Pugh
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Autumn on the 8th Avenue trail
Photo: Bob Puls
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Loons, Surf Scoters and Red-necked Grebes were
easy to watch close to the pier. A small flock of
Double-crested Cormorants flew past on their way
up the river and a flock of Dunlin flew by a mixed
flock of ducks. These had been on the sandbars but
started to fly away as the tide rose. From there we
walked around to the Spit itself, stopping to take
good looks at some American and Eurasian Wigeon
on the shore line, where we could easily see the
differences between the two species.

Piptoporus betulinus

Photo: Bob Puls

We took a slight detour into the bush to photograph
some Birch polypores - Piptoporus betulinus, which
are quite common along this trail.
The previous week I had logged 27 bird species on
the trail, but we only spotted 15 species. I only saw
one plant in flower, a White Bladder Campion, so
fall is truly upon us. We passed the now reclaimed
gravel pit beside the trail, and all made it down to
the second bridge over the Perry Homestead Brook,
and then steeply up to the end point of today's walk
at 264th Street (the old village of Patricia). We
listened to the multitude of gravel trucks turning
onto 8th and looked at the 264th road widening
project. Then back onto the quiet trail to return to
our cars by 12 noon.
Bob Puls

From the Spit we saw an unusually large number of
Red-breasted Mergansers all diving in unison,
busily fishing along with Cormorants and
Bonaparte's Gulls. There was obviously a large
number of fish in the area. The Long-billed Curlew,
a Marbled Godwit and a Black-bellied Plover were
feeding together with a flock of Dunlin scurrying
about on the mud.
As we walked towards the Saveneye Area, we
found Purple Finches and other birds feasting on
Pacific crab apples. A Golden-crowned Sparrow
obligingly perched on the fence close to us. At this
point a passing walker was cajoled by Tom
Wildeboer into taking a group photo (he learned that
from Tom Bearrs). We counted a number of Flickers
in the Saveneye area which is favoured by them at
this time of year. We also saw what we thought
might be a second Curlew, as it was hopping
around on one leg but Tom's photos revealed that
it had the second one tucked into it's feathers.
By the time we reached the dyke trail, only Tom and
I were left but we found a number of ducks in the
ditch. Various sparrows and finches were in the
bushes and Tom got good photos ofa juvenile
Cooper’s Hawk. The final count was 42 species.
Gareth Pugh

BLACKIE SPIT
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 7TH

This caterpillar was
crawling along a
board in Ursula’s
garden; we felt it
deserved to smile at
our members!

Birders at Blackie Spit.Photo: taken by a passing stranger

Five participants joined me for my weekly bird
survey at Blackie Spit on a beautiful mild Fall
morning. Before we even left the parking lot, several
species were spotted. As we strolled to the pier we
could see that the tide was rising, so Common
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Swallowtail caterpillar
Photo: Ursula Kernig
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HOW TO STUMBLE ON A GOOD BIRD
MAPLEWOOD FLATS, NORTH VANCOUVER

A MAD, MAD TWITCH..TWICE!
PANAMA FLATS, VICTORIA
Murphy's Law Strikes Yet Again

On November 5th, Carlo Giovanella and I had just
spent a fruitless couple of hours enveloped in fog
on Seymour Mountain. We had the crazy idea that
there might be some good birds to see up there.
We were mistaken. After a few hours in thick fog,
my extremities were frozen and I felt really grumpy;
likewise Carlo was sore from a pulled muscle. Our
Seymour count was precisely two Dark-eyed
Juncos. Slim pickings indeed. We decided to head
down the mountain and pop into North Vancouver's
Maplewood Flats on our way home. Along the trails
the autumn colours were breathtaking but again we
came up with no birds, not even a Song Sparrow.
We were almost back to our car when we spotted a
mixed flock feeding next to the wooden bridge over
the creek. A couple of Ruby-crowned Kinglets, three
Yellow-rumped Warblers and couple of
Black-capped Chickadees. The warblers were
hawking insects and the others gleaning insects
from the shrubs. At first the warblers drew our
attention, perhaps an elusive Palm Warbler, but
alas none were present. The kinglets looked a lot
like kinglets but.... one bird stood out. Small and
gray, a little like a bushtit but the posture looked odd
and the bill was long. Could it be a gnatcatcher? I
managed to get a quick picture, showed it to Carlo
and he agreed, it was indeed a Blue-Gray
Gnatcatcher.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

I was headed out of Vancouver to Squamish on
October 20th when an ABA Code 4 MEGA was
found by Victoria birders Jeff Gaskin and Geoffrey
Newell. The bird, a Yellow-browed Warbler, is a
relatively common native of Asia but very rare in
North America. Three days later the bird was still
around, drawing a steady stream of birders from
across Canada and the USA, some travelling
thousands of kilometres just to catch a glimpse.
On Saturday morning, determined not to miss a
once in a life opportunity, I drove from Squamish to
Tsawwassen to catch the 1 p.m. ferry to Vancouver
Island. At 3.05 I arrived at Panama Flats where a
small flock of assorted birders were looking. At dusk
the bird still hadn't shown and I made my way back
to the ferry and Vancouver, disappointed and tired
from the long day. I decided then and there to return
next day. I just didn't want to spend my life's
savings again so I texted Mel and asked her help to
find me others who would share the cost of the
ferry. Ten minutes later I had four takers for Monday
morning.
Monday morning at 4:45 am it was dark and raining.
Soon I was on the way back to Vancouver Island
but this time with a carload of birders. The tiny
warbler was travelling with a Yellow-rumped
Warbler and a Ruby-crowned Kinglet. The kinglet
being the same shape and size added to the fun of
trying to figure out which one to photograph.
Despite the overcast skies and rain, I was able to
get a couple of shots through the foliage before it
was time to return to the ferry and make it home to
vote. Mission accomplished.
John Gordon

Photo: John Gordon

The bird was my 239th 2019 Metro Vancouver
and a new BC bird and only the sixth recorded in
Metro Vancouver. So what started out as a day
to forget became one for the record books.
Suddenly my frozen parts were as warm as toast
and the ride home was filled with satisfaction of
another day well spent.
John Gordon
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PROGRAMMES
Meeting at 7.15 pm at the Langley Community
Music School, 4899 207th Street,
Langley. PLEASE Bring your own coffee
mug - we don’t want to keep using
disposable ones.

THURSDAY APRIL 16TH
BASICS OF BIOMAGNIFICATION &
HOW IT AFFECTS COOPER'S HAWKS
Kate Fremlin

Thursday December 12th
MEMBERS NIGHT
Special evening consisting of a short business meeting
followed by social hour.
Pot luck finger food.
Programme - members favourites (bring 10-12 slides,
photos, a collection).

Thursday January 16th, 2020
AUSTRALIA'S MESMERIZING MAMMALS,
IMPLAUSIBLE PLANTS & ABSURD BIRDS
David Clements,
Professor of Biology & Environmental Studies
David recently spent time travelling in Australia and
would like to share the joy of seeing Australia first
hand.

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 20TH
David Hancock
David is an Ornithologist who has been biologist,
conservationist, writer, publisher, and lecturer. He has
spent most of his life studying West Coast and Arctic
wildlife, and has published scientific and popular
papers on whales, seals, seabirds, grouse, and his
specialty, the northern raptors. Prior to starting
Hancock House Publishers, David was a pilot and
wildlife film producer and produced films on these
subjects as well as the Haida and other northern native
cultures. His books include The Bald Eagles of Alaska,
BC and Washington, Rocky Mountain Wildlife, The
Tlingit: their art & culture, and Story of Eagle.

THURSDAY MARCH 19TH
WILD BEES AND OTHER POLLINATORS
Corey Bunnell and Anthea Farr
Corey and Anthea will introduce you to the wild bees of
Surrey and Langley, as well as a host of other
pollinators. They will also talk about ways you can help
pollinators.

A few years ago, researchers found a Cooper's
hawk in Metro Vancouver that holds the record
for being the most-contaminated bird ever
identified. PhD student Kate Fremlin from SFU
will present her research showing how toxins
like DDT move up the earthworm – Robin –
Cooper's Hawk food chain. Learn about the
basics of biomagnification from Kate, and how
this process can affect top-level predators,
including us. Birds of prey are particularly
susceptible to chemical pollutants, especially to
the so-called "legacy pollutants" like DDT which
are banned but still present in the environment.

THURSDAY MAY 21ST
ALDERGROVE REGIONAL PARK WETLANDS
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
Joanne Neilson
Langley Field Naturalists have been working
with the Fraser Valley Conservancy on the
Aldergrove Regional Park wetlands area, doing
regular bird counts. Joanne Neilson, Director of
the Conservancy, will tell us about the plans to
continue monitoring the Aldergrove Wetlands
restoration work that has been completed in this
conservation area.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST
DERBY REACH/BRAE ISLAND
BIRD COUNT
LEADER:
PHIL HENDERSON
Time: 8 am at St George’s lower lounge
9160 Church Street, Fort Langley
The annual bird count at Derby Reach/Brae
Island. Call 604-888-1571 or e-mail
strix@uniserve.com for more information.
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LANGLEY FIELD NATURALISTS
FIELD TRIPS SCHEDULE, OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2019
Please Note: anyone wishing to carpool should phone in to make arrangements beforehand, otherwise
please meet at the designated meeting place. Please call for more information or to let the leader know
to expect you. The walks are generally about two to three hours long and are open to all Naturalist Clubs
& members of the public (adults & children, but no pets please). Please dress for the weather and bring
water, binoculars and a snack (plus bug spray in summer). Note these walks are weather dependent so
if the weather is bad and no calls are received, then the leader will not show up.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH
BLAINE & DRAYTON HARBOUR

SATURDAY MARCH 7TH
LATIMER PARK AND STOKES PIT

LEADER:

LEADER:

GARETH PUGH

Time:
9:00 am at Blaine Marine Park
Join us to visit Blaine and Drayton Harbour which
is an important over-wintering area for shorebirds
and waterfowl. We will also drive around to the
West side of the Harbour to visit Semiahmoo Park
and have lunch at the cafe in the Semiahmoo
Resort. Please dress warmly and wear proper
footwear. Bring lunch, snacks and refreshments
and, of course, your passports.
Phone
604-576-6831 to let us know to expect you.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11TH
MOUNTAIN VIEW SPOTTED OWL BREEDING
FACILITY
LEADER:

GARETH PUGH

Time:

10:00 am at the Centre,
23898 Rawlinson Crescent, Langley
Join us for a visit to an important breeding facility
and learn how the owls are paired off and cared for.
Please note that they want to restrict the numbers
to twenty people so the first nineteen to sign up will
be able to go and there will be a charge of $20 per
person. If we get a greater response we will
organize another visit that same week. Phone
604-576-6831 for more information and to let us
know to expect you.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH
LICHEN WALK,
CAMPBELL VALLEY REGIONAL PARK
LEADER:

Time:
9:00 am to noon.
Meet at the 16th Avenue Parking Lot. Bring a hand
lens if you have one. Phone 604-219-2043 for
information and to let us know to expect you.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 14TH
HOUSTON TRAIL,
DERBY REACH REGIONAL PARK.
BIRDS & BRYOPHYTES!
LEADER:

PHIL HENDERSON

Time:
9:00 am to 12:00 am
Join biologist Phil Henderson to learn about
bryophytes - mosses and their relatives; tiny, but
beautiful plants that flourish in moist, shady sites.
We will also go to the wetland water edge to have
a look for waterfowl. Bring binoculars and hand
lenses if you have them. Meet at Houston Trail
parking lot on Allard Crescent, Langley 9:00 am.
Phone 604- 888-1571 to let us know to expect you.

SATURDAY MARCH 21ST
GEORGE C. REIFEL
MIGRATORY BIRD SANCTUARY, DELTA
LEADER:

AL GRASS

JOHN GORDON

Time:
9:00 am to noon.
Join John to explore Latimer Lake and walk to
Stokes Pit. Enjoy the natural world coming to life in
the spring: early flowers, catkins and possibly the
first swallows. Meet at the Park, 19258 – 28th
Avenue. Park along 28th Avenue.
Phone
604-533-7171 for more information and to let us
know to expect you.

AL GRASS

Time:
9:00 am at Reifel
Signs of Spring abound – a chorus of bird song,
early swallows, and the fragrance of bursting
cottonwood buds. Who knows what migration will
bring – maybe a Sora? Dress warmly, bring a
lunch and a warm drink. Please note there is a
$5.00 entrance fee for non members of the Bird
Sanctuary. There is a seniors' rate. Phone
604-219-2043 to let us know to expect you.
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