Fort Langley Bird Count
Fort Langley, February 26, 2022
Where:

Meeting locations are shown on the attached map. For details check out

Time:

Arrive before 07:50.
Walk begins at 08:00.

Dress:

Dress for rain, snow, cold and just for looking damn fine in case you visit the
tony village of Fort Langley.

Equipment:

Binoculars, notepad (optional), bird book (optional), camera (optional),
water, tea (thermos), snacks, etc. Note, there are no formal stops except for
birds but this will depend on the amicability (or fear) of the leader and the
hostility of the group.

Equipment
Supplied:

The leader or willing participant should have a clipboard, notebook or smart
phone and E-bird for recording birds.

Further info:

Contact Phil Henderson: strix@uniserve.com
Please send a note with “bird count” in the subject head to register your
interest so we can get an idea of numbers.

http://maps.google.ca/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=49.20638513220,+122.61671089800&sll=49.127261,,-123.049732&sspn=0.010587,,0.027831&ie=UTF8&z=15

The Basics
1. Choose from six routes along different sections of these wonderful parks
(See Route Map).
1. Houston Trail (mature mixed forest)
2. Brae Island (young deciduous floodplain forests)
3. Fort to Fort Trail, West: Heritage Area cairn west to Edgewater Bar (dog off-leash park)
(varied: mature riparian forest, shrubs, fields along Fraser River)
4. Fort to Fort Trail, East: Heritage Area cairn east to Fort Langley (varied: mature riparian
forest, shrubs, fields and a wetland [marsh with some shallow water] along Fraser River)
5. Derby Bog/Langley Peatlands (open, treed and shrubby bog and adjacent upland of shrubs
and mature forest)
6. Edgewater Bar off-leash area to 208th St. (farm fields and adjacent deciduous forests)

2. Experienced, friendly bird watchers will be present in each group for each area.
This survey is for everyone1, regardless of birding prowess, age or musical taste2.
3. We try to cover as many routes as possible but leave it to you to decide which
one you want to cover, although we might try to balance things out a bit.
4. For the bog/peatland we require that at least one participant is familiar with the
area and its hazards. We enter by permit and require that all participants abide
by the rules set out by Metro Vancouver, which the leader will participants.
5. When observing birds on the Fraser River, only count those that occur in the half
closest to you (south half).
6. Be mindful of the approximate boundaries that define your area. Remember
that we are counting birds in the park and while it is tempting to include those
seen outside the park they should be excluded from the official list. If you see
interesting birds in adjacent areas (those covered by another group) mark them
down and “give” them to the other group upon completion of the survey (unless
that group has more birds than you and are acting a bit cocky; in that case,
secretly pass the information to me).
7. The leader will be responsible for recording birds but can designate that task to
a willing participant. You can use notepads, clipboards or E-bird on your phone.
8. You can record birds seen or heard. The only requirement is that you know what
kind of bird it is. If you don’t know it, you can record details, thoughts, etc., clues
to identification.
9. Be safe and careful. Be mindful that the trails are shared by walkers, runners,
bicyclists and horse-back riders. Have fun.
1
2

Includes millennials.
There are rumours that even fans of Celine Dion have sneakily attended.

